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“The University libraries – center for scientific and culture communication, bridge to the unified European educational space”

P R O J E C T

EUROPEAN YEAR OF INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE 2008
Short description of the tasks on the project:
1. Creation of web-site of the project (Bulgarian and english version and text version, suitable for use from blind readers).

Terms: July – November 2008

Contain: description of the purposes, activities and problems of the project; discussion forum to the theme; information and materials for the students photo competition and competition for essay “My mobility project. Real … or dreamed”, as well as for the international conference “The University libraries – bridge to the unified European educational space” and many others. Together with the international departments of the universities there will be created and supported rubric “Students mobility”. Miscellaneous.

2. Realization of student photo competition and competition for essay “My mobility project. Real … or dreamed”
Terms: Octomber – 10 November 2008

Publishing of the terms and the submitted materials in the web-site of the project.
3. International conference “The University libraries – bridge to the unified European educational space”.
Terms: 16-17 November 2008, Holiday&Spa Complex “Izvora”, Arbanasi Village, Bulgaria
Two basic panels:

· First panel: Mobility of students and lecturers in the European Union.

Share of good practices. Discussion forum. Presentation of the created rubric “Students mobility” common with the international departments of the universities.
· Second panel: The University libraries – meeting of the sciences, cultures and of many languages.


The University libraries and the language variety. The University libraries and the information competency of the users – the new information technologies as service by the communication and partnership without borders. The University library and the services for users with disabilities – access to the information and the knowledge for all.

Duration 2 days, 10 foreign participants, 35 Bulgarian participants (librarians, lecturers, students).

4. Publisher products
Terms: December 2008

Producing of collection “The University libraries – center for scientific and culture communication, bridge to the unified European educational space”. The collection (print and CD version) include the materials from the conference; essays and photoes from the students competition. 

Publishing of advertising brochure for the purposes, activities and perspectives for development of the project.

5. Realization of consistence PR-strategy for popularize and activate of the participation in the project.

Media partnerships (attraction of popular students shows – television and radio); Partnership with the Students Counsels and organizations etc. 

Participants:

1. Association of the university libraries in Bulgaria (with 21 members – university libraries) - – project co-ordinator, Bulgaria

2. University Library “St. Kliment Ohridski” at Sofia University – Bulgaria

3. State University of  Librarianship and Information Technologies, Bulgaria
4. University Library at Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany
5. Central Library of Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk University, Brno, Czesh Republic
6. Institute of Information and Librarians Studies at Faculty of Management and Social Communication and University Library at Jagellonian University, Krakow, Poland
7. Foundation “Horizonti”, Bulgaria


Expected results:

1. The project “The University libraries – center for scientific and culture communication, bridge to the unified European educational space” seeks to direct the attention to this problem and to reach the knowledge for the cultural diversity in EU, to create new partnerships, to build new steady structure (web-site) for communication, exchange of ideas and possibilities. 

2. The project is addressed in the main to the young people and to the people with disabilities (through the text version of the web-sait, and the collaboration with their organization we seek the active participation of students with disabilities).

3. The project confirms the traditional role of the university libraries as center for scientific and cultural communication, but also their contemporary imagine of communication, modern centers for real and virtual meetings and exchange of information, mediators of the active international scientific and cultural dialog.

The project idea considate different participants as university libraries (from Bulgaria, Germany, Czesh Republic, Poland), universities (esp. SULSIT), non-govermental organisations (associations of university libraries from Bulgaria; NGO of people with disabilities) etc. in the wished purposes. There is reached steady development and for creation of new initiatives.  
4. The project include various activities as creating of web-site, publishing of collection, realization of PR-strategy etc., i.e. take advantage of various communication channel for the popularization of the activity and purposes of the project at the time of its realization, as well as for distribution and future development of the reached results and practices after 2008.

Compatibility with the purposes and priority of the Year of intercultural dialog 2008

The theme of the project “The University libraries – center for scientific and culture communication, bridge to the unified European educational space” is closely connected with the European affiliations and citizenship, based on mutual valuables of EU and it stimulate the positive perception of the cultural diversity.


1. The university libraries, on its nature, are cultural and information institution, called to collect, leave and popularize the richness and diversity of the literary and cultural inheritance, wide open to use from all readers. 

2. They are the natural place for meetings of the young people – students, main base for their development, education and growing up as European citizens. 

3. They are leader in the application of the contemporary information and communication technologies, which allow the overcome of the spatial and time restrictions in front of the free exchange of information, ideas and partnerships. On hand is experience in the use of virtual and multimedia technology for the realization of the project idea. 

4. The university libraries in Bulgaria are leading in the giving up of services for people with disabilities and they have traditions in the collaboration with organizations of people with disabilities. In 2006 the web-site “Access to electronic information for people with disabilities in the bulgarian libraries”, developed and supported from the University library “St. Kliment Ohridski” http://www.libsu.uni-sofia.bg/project_access/ receive the major award IT Project 2006 in category “Public organizations” in the national competition of ICT Media and the journal “Computer World”. On the base of this experience and good practice in the project is set great store participation of students with disabilities and collaboration with the foundation “Horizonti”.

5. PR-strategy. Use of different communication channels for popularize of the activities on the project at the time of its realizations and for distribution of the reached results and practices and after 2008.

6. In the project we include the use of formal (scientific conference, competitions) and unformal (discussion forum, photo competition) educational activities and the publishing of collection and other materials.

7. The creation of web-site of the project (Bulgarian and english language and text version in bulgarian and english language, suitable for use from blind readers) establish steady structure for future development, attract of new partners and realization of new ideas. 

8. The project has interbranch aspect with the participation of university libraries, student organizations, organization of people with disabilities etc.

9. The project depends on the application of new information and communication technologies (web-site, virtual communication, digital exhibition etc.)

10. The project coordinator Association of university libraries and her members have rich experience in the realize of successful projects on national and international program (UNESCO, PHARE, Open Society, World Bank, Ministry of Education and Science, Ministry of Culture etc.).

Precursory date and place of realization 

May 2008 – December 2008

Visibility, media incidence

1. Creation of web-site of the project (Bulgarian and English version and text version, suitable for use from blind readers).

2. Partnership with the institutional media in the universities.

3. Partnership with the Students Councils and organizations

4. Attracting of popular students shows (on tv and radio) as media partners

5. Publications. Publishing of collection (print and on CD) and advertising brochure for the purposes, activities and perspectives for development of the project.

6. Realization of subsequent PR-strategy

Organization and person for contact:

Assoc. Prof. Ivanka Yankova, Ph. D. – Project Manager
President of the Association of University Libraries in Bulgaria

Tel.(+359 2) 0888 79 26 47
e-mail: vania_yankova@abv.bg
Tania Todorova, Ph.D. – Project Coordinator
Association of University Libraries in Bulgaria
e-mail: ttodorova7@abv.bg
 
